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ON THE ORIGIN OF THE WINDHAM WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL 

The Windham World Affairs Council was formally established in Brattleboro on 
22 March 1961 as a non-profit, educational corporation "for the purpose of furthering better 
understanding of the important world issues; stimulating constructive and effective 
participation in world affairs; and promoting responsible citizen participation in the foreign 
policy of the United States" [cf. Pg 3 for details]. 

The original Board of Directors of the Windham World Affairs Council consisted of the 
following 34 members: 

Stephen E. Baker [1930-2016] 

Joseph J. Balassa (Dr) [1885-1973] 

Phyllis B. Baldwin (Mrs David) [1926-2002] 

Frances S. Bond (Mrs Clinton C.) [1908-2003] 

Rina Broutsas (Mrs Michael) 

Ellsworth Bunker (Hon.) (Honorary Chairman) [1894-1984] 

Ethel R. Carmen (Mrs N. Wendell) (AssistantSecretary) 

Philip B. Chase (Finance Chairman) [1894-1973] 

Ronald C. Coursen (Vice Chairman) [1893-1980] 

Gertrude W. Croker [1881-1994] 

Hildegard Durfee (Dr) (Program Chairman) [1896-1989] 

Milly L. Ellis (Mrs Russell W.) [1921-2009] 

Evelyn Emerson 

Clarence Falk (Chairman) [1909-1972] 

J. Jay Farman 

Frances H. Flaherty (Mrs Robert J.) [1883-1972] 

Robert T. Gannett [1917-2012] 

Victor B. Harrison (Publicity Chairman) [1906-1981] 

Walter F. Hendricks (Dr) [1892-1979] 

Anna F. Holbrook (Mrs F. Cabot) (Hospitality Chairman) [1903-1993] 

Elizabeth Irish (Mrs James C.) 

Malcolm Jones (Treasurer) 

Elizabeth Lancaster Kallman (Mrs) (Membership Chairman ) 

Margaret Killion (Secretary) [1882-1968] 

Burton K. Landman [1924-2006] 

Charles N. Leach (Dr) 

Mark Leonardi (Col.) 

Glendon B. Orne [1906-1982] 

Henry Z. Persons (Second Vice President) [1892-1978] 

Thomas B. Ragle 

Henry A. Schroeder (Dr) [1906-1975] 

Marjorie F. Taylor (Mrs Durand) 

Nelson E. Withington [1905-2002] 

Irving Zimmerman 
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Other Directors who had served during the 1960s and 1970s include: 

David Baldwin (Dr) 

Charles Beckwith 

Ruth Beckwith (Mrs Charles) 

Muriel L. Bernstein (Mrs) [1901-1997] 

Mary Blair (Mrs William S.) [1922-2006] 

William S. Blair [1917-2000] 

Charles D. Brodhead [1906-2003] 

Suzanne Bassett Brodhead (Mrs Charles D.) [1910-1995] 

Michael Broutsas 

Theresa S. Brungardt (Mrs Alphonse O.) [1894-1990] 

Gilbert Bunnell 
David Bury 

J. George Butler (Rev.) [1909-1998] 

Charles H. Butterfield 

Nancy E. Butterfield (Mrs Charles H.) 

Milton A. Eaton 
Corwin S. Elwell 
Alice Fairbanks 
Stephen Fitch 
Mitzi Frost (Mrs Douglas) 

Earl S. Gardner 

Donna W. Hathaway (Mrs) 

Flora Hendricks (Mrs Walter F.) [1902-1987] 

Jean A. Hubner 

Frances E. King (Mrs William R.) 

William R. King 
Leonard Kraemer (Rev.) 

Calista R.E. Kristensen (Mrs John G.) [1922-2006] 

Carol C. Laise (Hon.) [1917-1991] 

Eva J. Leech 

Gail E. Lobenstine (Mrs James C.) [1919-1996] 

James C. Lobenstine [1918-2002] 

Randolph T. Major, Jr 
Ethel T. Nastou (Mrs Harry) 

Thomas H. O'Brien [1905-2001] 

Bishnu D. Poudel (Dr) 

Pramila Poudel (Dr) 

Norman Powell 
Ruth Powell (Rev.) 

Norman R. Runnion [1929-2015] 

I. Elizabeth Stafford 
Johnnie L. Stones, Jr 
Betty J.H. Wallace (Mrs John A.) 

John A. Wallace (Dr) [1915-2004] 

Albert S. Watson [1911-2000] 

Margaret G. Watson (Mrs Albert S.) [1920-1992] 

Arthur H. Westing (Dr) 

Carol E. Westing (Mrs Arthur H.) 

Claire P. Wilson (Mrs Norman H.) 

Norman H. Wilson (Dr) [1926-1973] 

George A. Young [1925-2004] 

Mark Ziter 
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Although, as indicated at the outset, the Windham World Affairs Council was formally 
instituted in 1961, its roots go back to about 1955. It was in about that year that the Vermont 
Council on World Affairs came into existence on an informal basis. Then in January 1958, the 
Vermont Council adopted a Constitution and By-Laws and became formally incorporated. Its 
original officers, about 30 in number, came from around the State, with Windham County 
represented by 5 of that number: Hans Blees of Putney, Anna F. Holbrook (Mrs F. Cabot) of 
Brattleboro [1903-1993], Ph ilip B. Chase of Putney (as one of two Vermont Council Vice 
Presidents) [1894-1973], Hildegard Durfee of Brattleboro [1896-1989], and Irving Zimmerman 
of Brattleboro. A member of the Vermont Council automatically became affiliated with the 
National Council of World Affairs Organizations, which in 1986 became the World Affairs 
Councils of America (an affiliation to be retained by our local Council through the years). In 
1960, the Windham County Chapter of the Vermont Council was established. And then this 
Chapter adopted the name Windham World Affairs Council, prepared Articles of Association, 
and became a formal organization on 22 March 1961. (And as a final note, in 2008 the name 
was changed to the Windham World Affairs Council of Vermont.) 

Arthur H. Westing 

Director (1973-1976 & 1991-2000) 

Chairman (1995-1997) 

Honorary Director (2008-) 

27 July 2011 

[Slight update 17 May 2017] 


Note added on 14 November 2019: 

In 2007 then Director Mark P. Schlefer established an informal monthly gathering of the 
Windham World Affairs Council, doing so for its membership and invited guests that he named 
The Gaggle, with a Director, Member, or special guest holding forth at each session to lead a 
discussion on some timely topic of interest. During its existence between 2007 and 2019 there 
were 116 such enriching sessions (with Mark Schlefer, in fact, leading five of them). This was 
certainly a most memorable 12-year Council activity. 



